
About Paulsboro Public Schools
Paulsboro Public Schools is a public K-12 school district located in Paulsboro, Gloucester County, New 
Jersey. The district consists of four schools with 1200 students and 250 employees. Joseph Magazu 
is the Director of the IT department that supports the school’s IT infrastructure across multiple sites. 
Paulsboro has a 50 Mb and a 300 Mb Internet connection for performance and redundancy.

Paulsboro Needed Powerful Products
Paulsboro Public Schools needed better solutions for protecting students from inappropriate content 
and managing bandwidth. Its web security gateway and firewall solutions lacked many of the key 
features they needed. In addition, those solutions were difficult and time consuming to configure and 
manage. Magazu wanted feature-rich, easy-to-use, and affordable solutions for his district.

First, a Shiny New Web Security Gateway 
First he tackled the issue of web content filtering. Wanting to escape from his hard to manage and 
ineffective web security gateway  sent him in search of a secure, experienced, and proven vendor. He 
was specifically looking for a vendor that understands that a web security gateway is a serious piece of 
infrastructure. Expertise in K-12 was also key so he could be sure he was getting the right feature-set. 
His web security gateway  needs to handle everything Web 2.0 applications can throw at him as well 
as tech-savvy students using tools to try to get around the filter.

Magazu switched to the Barracuda Web Security Gateway  and immediately noticed a huge 
improvement. Whitelisting/blacklisting was easy and intuitive, there was a far higher catch-rate of 
inappropriate content, and the students quickly realized they couldn’t get around the filter anymore.

About the Barracuda NextGen Firewall X 
The Barracuda NextGen Firewall X-Series is the high-performance, 
cloud-connected next-generation firewall. It enables enforcement 
of granular content and access policies based on Layer 7 application 
visibility and user-identity awareness. The Barracuda NextGen 
Firewall X-Series leverages the cloud to perform compute-intensive 
content filtering and reporting—minimizing on-site resource 
needs and making scaling for growth easy and affordable.

About the Barracuda Web Security Gateway 
The Barracuda Web Security Gateway is a web content filtering 
solution that enables the connected business to benefit from 
new technologies and online tools, without being exposed to lost 
productivity, wasted bandwidth, and data loss. It enables highly 
granular, real-time visibility into online activity, letting administrators 
create and enforce effective content and access policies.

The Barracuda products and experience 
have been phenomenal.
Joseph Magazu
IT Director
Paulsboro Public Schools

The Barracuda Web Security Gateway and NextGen Firewall X Provide 
Paulsboro Public Schools with all the Required K-12 Features

Summary
• Paulsboro Public Schools
• Paulsboro, NJ 
• 1450 users

Challenges:
• Previous firewall and web 

security gateway were hard 
to configure and manage

• Wanted to prioritize voice 
and student traffic

• Did not have safe VPN access
• Students could get around 

previous web security gateway
• Could not access/manage 

products remotely

Solutions:
• Barracuda NextGen Firewall X600
• Barracuda Web Security Gateway 810 

Results:
• Easy to configure and use
• QoS features prioritize VoIP 

and student traffic
• Unlimited VPN licenses provide 

secure access for remote 
users at no extra cost

• Students cannot get around the 
Barracuda Enail Security Gateway

• Cloud-based central 
management provides remote 
management at no extra cost
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Then, a Powerful New Firewall
When Paulsboro started experiencing Internet slowness, Magazu decided to look for a new firewall. 
In addition to seeking a firewall that could take full advantage of his new redundant 300 Mb Internet 
connection, he needed a firewall he could manage easily and remotely, with a rich feature-set. By 
this time, Paulsboro was happily using a Barracuda Web Security Gateway  810 to regulate student 
Internet access. He decided on the Barracuda NextGen Firewall X600 to regulate traffic, manage from 
anywhere, provide secure VPN access, and improve overall security.

With the Barracuda NextGen Firewall X-Series, Magazu prioritized sending all student traffic over his 
faster connection while sending all other traffic such as VoIP to the slower 50 Mb connection. “Student 
activity is most important to us and needed to be prioritized above everything else. The Barracuda 
NextGen Firewall X-Series integrated link-balancing feature allows us to take full control of our traffic,” 
said Magazu.

Paulsboro Public Schools is also benefitting from Barracuda Cloud Control (included free), by 
administering, troubleshooting, and monitoring the firewall remotely. Remote management, as well 
as VPN access is especially important when adverse weather keeps employees from getting to work. 
With unlimited, secure VPN licenses also included free, employees can safely perform their job duties 
remotely. According to Magazu, “During a recent snowstorm, the payroll department was able to 
remotely access the payroll system and pay employees.”

The Barracuda NextGen Firewall X-Series next-generation security features such as application 
awareness and IPS help keep students safe from the risks associated with malicious sites and 
applications, improving overall security.

Finally, the new firewall had to solve the administrative complexity associated with the previous 
solution. Magazu says, “The Barracuda NextGen Firewall X-Series saved us time and money from the 
start due to quick installation, a simple interface, and set-and-forget administration.

“Phenomenal Products and Experience”
Paulsboro Public Schools is impressed with the Barracuda NextGen Firewall X-Series, Barracuda Web 
Security Gateway and Barracuda customer support. “Barracuda has the best service and customer 
support that I’ve seen in my life. The products and the experience have been phenomenal,” said 
Magazu.

The Barracuda NextGen Firewall X-Series saved us time 
and money from the start due to a quick installation, 
simple interface, and set-and-forget administration.

Joseph Magazu
IT Director
Paulsboro Public Schools

Barracuda NextGen Firewall 
X-Series Fast Facts
• Secures the network edge 
• Regulates application usage 

and user activity 
• Includes link balancing and failover

Barracuda Web Security 
Gateway Fast Facts
• Eliminates spyware and other forms  

of malware
• Millions of URLs in 95 categories for 

comprehensive content filtering
• No per-user licensing fees
• Ideal solution for school districts and 

other educational organizations
• Enforces content filtering and access 

policies on iPads and BYODs


